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REPORT 

K>R THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER, 31, 1850. 



Although success cannot, in all cases, be esteemed a just criterion of 
the usefulness or merit of any undertaking ; nevertheless, in presenting 
their Report to the members at the close of the second year of this 
Society's existence, the Committee may be permitted to refer, with some 
degree of pride, to the very satisfactory progress made by the Institu- 
tion since the last annual meeting. 

Upwards of eighty names, including some of the noblest as well as 
the most learned of the land, have been added to the list of members ; 
whilst all classes of the nation will find some intelligent representative 
amongst the accession to your ranks. Neither has the interest felt in 
the work of the Society been confined to Kilkenny ; many distant locali- 
ties having contributed recruits. Amongst Literary Institutions which 
have become subscribers to your Transactions, we may mention the 
Library of the King's Inns, Dublin, and the Public Library of 
Warrington in England. 

To an awakened sense of the importance and interest attaching to the 
intelligent study of the past, the present favorable position of the 
Society is no doubt in a great degree attributable ; and to this gratifying 
result the publication of the Transactions of the Society for 1849, has 
largely contributed within our own locality. In the Report read at the 
last annual meeting, the printing of the Transactions was recommended 
by the Committee as a measure " well calculated to advance the interests 
of the Society, and promote the objects which it has in view." This 
anticipation has not been disappointed ; much support has been elicited 
by the issue of the Transactions in a printed form, and the publication 
has been most favourably received by literary journals, and the public 
Press generally. 

With regard to the Library, the Committee are happy to report, that 
several important works, and some valuable manuscripts have been pre- 
sented during the past year. An exchange of publications has also been 
effected with the Royal Irish Academy, the Society of Antiquaries of 
London, the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, the Geological Society of 
Dublin, the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, the Sussex 
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Archaeological Society, the Cambrian Archaeological Association, the 
Norfolk and Norwich Archaeological Society, the Cambridge Antiquarian 
Society, the Bury and West Suffolk Archaeological Institute, and the 
Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire. 

The Museum has received many valuable additions during the same 
period, and bids fair to become a valuable repository of local antiquities. 
The Committee wish it to be generally understood, that persons 
placing antiquities in the custody of this Society, do not thereby forfeit 
their right of ownership. Under these circumstances it is hoped that 
numerous relics of the past, at present uselessly locked up in private 
cabinets, will ere long find their way to the Society's Museum, where 
the student of antiquity may, by comparing one with the other, be ena- 
bled to arrive at results, which never can be attained whilst they remain 
isolated. 

In accordance with a vote of the Society, one thousand copies of an 
illustrated pamphlet, intended to promote the study and preservation of 
antiquities, have been printed, and widely circulated ; good results, it is 
hoped, will follow from this measure ; and already some interesting re- 
ports have been forwarded in answer to the queries comprised in it. 

The Corporate body of Kilkenny have continued kindly to afford all 
the accommodation necessary for the present wants of the Society, and 
thanks are still due to the local Press for the large space devoted 
to the reports of the meetings. 

The Committee, in concluding their Report, wish earnestly to press on 
the attention of members the importance of exertion, each in his own 
sphere of action. Were each member to procure even one new adherent, 
the usefulness of the Society would be immediately doubled ; and many 
important works — as, for instance, the exploration of our sepulchral 
mounds — might be successfully undertaken. To united and earnest 
exertion nothing is impossible ; and it is hard to conceive how apathy 
and indifference can exist, when the study of the History and Antiqui- 
ties, the Manners and Customs of our native land, is the professed 
object of our exertions. 



